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This paper reports the findings of a pilot survey of adolescent sexual and reproductive health
(ASRH) knowledge-edge and behaviour in Homabay County of western Kenya. The study was based

on a cross-sectional survey very of 523 male and female adolescents aged 10-19 years from 32
Community Health Units (CHUs).
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This paper reports findings of a pilot survey of adolescent sexual and reproductive health (ASRH) knowl-
edge and behaviour in Homabay County of western Kenya. The study was based on a cross-sectional sur-
vey of 523 male and female adolescents aged 10-19 years from 32 Community Health Units (CHUs).
Bivariate analysis of gender differences and associations between ASRH knowledge and behaviour was .
followed with two-level logistic ion analysis of predi of ASRH i (sexual activity, Ac cess Reso urce H ere:
unprotected sex, HIV tatmg), taking individual adolescents as level-1 and CHUs as level-2. The findings
reveal i gender in ASRH ige and behaviour. While male reported
higher sexual activity (ever had sex, last sex), female reported higher HIV testing.
Despxte having lower HlV/AIDS knuwledg:, female adolescents were more likely to translate their SRH.
viedge into approp ion emerged as an important predictor of ASRH behaviour.

Out-of-school adol had signil ly higher odds of having ever had sex (aOR=3.3) or unprotected
last sex (@OR=3.2) than their in-school counterparts of the same age, gender and ASRH knowledge, while
those with at least secondary education had lower odds of unprotected sex (a(OR=0.52) and higher odds of
HIV testing (aOR=5.49) than their counterparts of the same age, gender and SRH knowledge who had
primary education or lower. However, being out of school was associated with higher HIV testing
(aOR=2.3); and there was no mdcnc: of sngmﬁcam differences between ymmger (aged 10-14) and older
(Agtd 15-19) adol in SRH k i Besides individ i there were

ity variations in ASRH knowledge and behaviour, with relatively more-deprived CHUs
being associated with poorer indicators. The overall findings have important policy/programme implica-
tions. There is a need fora com,mhsm approach that engages schools, health providers, peers, parents/
adults and the wider g iate ASRH i ions for both in-school and
out-of-school adolescents in wcstern Fmy
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Introduction

Adolescence is a period marked by significant growth, remarkable development and changes in
the life course for boys and girls, filled with vulnerabilities and risks, as well as incredible oppor-
tunities and potentials that are likely to affect behaviour and lifestyle during the life course (Morris
& Rushwan, 2015). The experiences of adolescents shape the direction of their lives and that of
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