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In Ethiopia, the utilization coverage of adolescent-friendly health services (AFSRHs) ranged only
from 9 to 55% and it was the lowest of all Sub-Saharan African countries in 2016. Little is known
why adolescents were not accessing the existing services to the side of healthcare providers.
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' Abstract

; In Exiopia, the utilizstion covensge of adalescent frundiy heakh senices (AFSEHS) ranged only from
#ep 55% and it was the lowest of all Sub-Saharan Aficancountries in 2016, Listhe is kngwn why adolescents were not
BCCeasing the exdsring tervices 1o the dde of healthcam providers.
Objective: The aim of this study is to explore contextual perceived and actual barriers to accessing AFSRHs by ado-
lescents in Southern Ethiopia.
Metheds: Phenamenciogical study design supplinenad with observation was wed 10 exglore percsed and
actual Badriars 1o accessing AFSAHS i 2000, Criterion sampling wad used to sehéct study partizipants. In-gdopth inter-
wipws with hoathcare providers and non-specialist seosal and reproductive healtheane providers wene condicted
Transcsibed interviews and olriervalons were imposted 1o Cpen Code 402 lor coding, calegaizing, and cesting
themezs. Finally, barmiers 10 3Cesding eaistng Senvices wise explained using thematic anatysis
Results: The study exploses contextual bamiers 1o acoessing sexual and reproductive health services in fve emer.
gent themes. According to providers paints of siew, the barriers inthude ranging from peoviders (eg. pocr providen'
competency), healh fBcilties (eq. supply consinings and unsupportive emvironmend), adolescents (e.g perceived lack
of Infarmiation and SIHILIS towards SEHA), community (64 |5tk of parentsl snd socal wuppon), Snd Broader health
wysiem (eg. poor emplementation and mulli-sectonal engagemeantl
Condusion: As to providers, adolescents face multiphe barriess 10 accesing youth friendly sexual and reproductive
health services. Healthcare faciites and il levels of the healthcare gysiem should mnplemem vareties of spproaches
" increase acoess tothe services for adokscents. Ghen the lack of progress in utilization of sdolescents- youth
friamdly Semual 3nd 1ePrOSUCTe Senices, this edsting Strategy shoud be re-evaluated asd new insvensons a1 al
leveds of the bealthcane syitern.ane needed. Momower, implementation sescasch is requined at systom hewol factons
Keywards: Bariers, Providers' perspective, Adolescent, Friendly-sexual and regroductive heaith service

Background

e ia slx people worldwide is 10 ta 19 yeari obd (ado-
bescenits). Alowut 0% of them bve in the low- and mid-
- income cosntries (1] In Ethiopia, 249% of the

T ] e
1 e o Pl s, Cobig e S kces, ks Al population is made from adolescents [1]. Many of them
Uraversty. Addla Abebe. [Thoos engage in behmdors and experiences that may unknow-
Vol Byt of pthor nSormution & avaliie o e er of the rtice ingly endanger them. Most of the preventable health risk
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